The severity score of ventricular arrhythmias was used as index of ischemia damage as previously described (1). The following scoring system was adopted: 0-50 ventricular ectopic beats (VEBs) score 0; 50-500 VEBs score 1; more than 500 VEBs, or one episode of spontaneously reversible ventricular tachycardia (VT) or ventricular fibrillation (VF) score 2; 2-30 episodes of spontaneously reversible VT and/or VF score 3; more than 30 episodes of spontaneously reversible VT and/or VF score 4; irreversible VF was given a score of 5. A score level falling in the rank 3 was adopted as inclusion criteria to ensure comparable I among rats.
1. Kusmic C, et al. (2014) Up-regulation of heme oxygenase-1 after infarct initiation reduces mortality, infarct size and left ventricular remodeling: experimental evidence and proof of concept. J. Transl. Med. 12:89.
SUPPLEMENTARY RESULTS

Post Ischemic TH Serum Levels Affect Heart Functional Parameters and TGFβ1 Signaling
To further explore the role of postischemic TH levels on TGFβ1 signaling, cardiac functional recovery and disease evolution, a subset of analyses were also performed in I/R-Eu rats and compared to I/R rats developing the low T3 syndrome (I/R-L group).
As summarized in Table 1 , at 3 d post ischemia the I/R-Eu rats exhibited preserved TH levels. Also, in contrast to I/R-L rats, no significant alterations of profibrotic factors and antifibrotic miRNA expression were observed in the I/R-Eu group (Table 1) .
At 3 d endpoint, the I/R-Eu rats presented altered end systolic diameter (ESd) and fractional shortening (FS%), similarly to the I/R-L group, but a better recovery of LV anterior regional contractility (sAWT%) ( 
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